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4b Evaluation of Existing Conditions 

 John D. Hardy Elementary 
 

4b.1 Determination of Property T itle 

The existing John D. Hardy Elementary School is located at 293 Weston Road in 

Wellesley, Massachusetts and is Parcel ID 171-59 by the Wellesley Assessor. The 

Wellesley Assessors database identifies the owner as the Town of Wellesley School 

Department Hardy School. 

4b.2 Determination of Historic Regulations  

A review of Massachusetts Historical Commission online MACRIS confirmed that the 

school building is not currently listed on the State Register of Historic Places.  

4b.3 Existing Building Conditions  

Building Description  

Constructed in 192 3, the building is approximately 45,900 GSF, with additions built in 

1925, 1957, an Elevator and vestibule that was added to the south east side of the 

building 1994, and modular classrooms in 19 93/97. There have been updates over the 

years that include the replacement of the main electrical switchboard in 1997, two new 

`mgjcpq gl 0..5* cvrcpgmp JCB¬q _lb kglmp glrcpgmp jgefrgle snep_bcq gl 0./2* _ld a new 

security system that ties to the Fire Department  was installed in 2018. The modular 

classrooms were upg raded in 2014 including; stairs, wood siding, windows, gutters, 

carpeting, and heating.  

 

The building is largely uninsulated, employs inefficient and noisy unit ventilators, and is 

not air conditioned. The building has asbestos pipe insulation (in non -public crawl 

space areas) and mastic adhered floor and ceiling tiles.  

 

While general classrooms are an appropriate size the SPED rooms, teacher workrooms, 

support spaces, administration offices, the media center, and gymnasium/cafeteria 

spaces are undersized.  

 

Types of Construction   

The original main building and 1957 additions are two-story load bearing walls 

constructed of  brick masonry with CMU back -up exterior walls, and an area of wood 

construction at the original entry . The floor structure is wood fr amed over a dirt crawl 

space, and a wood framed  roof. There is no fire protection system for the wood framed 

school. 
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The 1957 addition is of similar exterior wall construction, but with concrete floor cast in 

place slabs and lower level mechanical spaces f ramed with cast -in-place concrete 

beams. The 1994 addition is metal stud construction, concrete slab, and a steel space 

truss roof construction.   

The 1993/97 additions of prefabricated wood construction m odulars are past their 

intended use. Included below are photographs of the various spaces throughout  the 

school: 

 

Exterior Walls  

The exterior walls of the original 1923/1925 construction are in 

generally fair condition given their  age. They consist of exterior  

brick veneer with concrete masonry unit backup, which is  

exposed to the interior of the school and serves as the interior 

wall finish in some areas. There have been reports of water 

infiltration from ext erior walls in these areas. The walls are not 

insulated to meet the current Energy Code. These mass 

masonry walls are thermally inefficient . The exterior walls of the 

1956 addition are very similar to the original building, with the 

same exterior veneer and CMU backup.  

The 1994 elevator vestibule addition  appears to be a metal stud 

construction with storefront  windows, the area is south east 

facing and is very hot during the warm seasons.  

The 1993/97 modular classrooms are prefabricated wood construction.   

  

Library in former classrooms Gymacafetorium 

1993 Modular Classrooms 
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Exterior Windows/Louvers  

The original wooden-framed windows were replaced in 1957 

with single pane metal framed windows. The upper windows 

throughout the  original building were replaced gl rfc /76.¬q

with Kalwall panel assemblies. The metal windows are rusted 

and cracked in areas, and in extremely poor condition . They 

are providing minimal thermal properties or daylighting .  

Aluminum louvers are located within the exterior walls in the 

original construction of the school. They are generally worn 

with some cracks in the masonry around the louvers.  

   

   

  
1956 Gymnasium  

1924 wall stained by rusty window 

frames 

1924 original structure  
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Window, Flemish Bond Brick Coursing  Window Condition  

Original 1923 Building  Louvers and Window in 1923 Section  
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Exterior Doors  

Doors and frames from the original 1923 and 1957 construction  were replaced in 1993-

1994 with the elevator and modular additions,  and are in fair condition , with some rust 

at hinges and threshold. Some of them are not accessible by rmb_w¬q qr_lb_pbq due to 

the distance between the threshold and exterior grade creating a tripping hazard , as 

well as not being at grade.  The boiler room exterior door has a large gap at the 

threshold.  

    

 

Inaccessible Entrance  1993 Modular Classrooms 

New door in existing frame 


